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Debates and Reflections on the De-administration of American Universities
in the Transitional Period

LIU Ai-sheng
(Institute of Education Science, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, Zhejiang 321004, China)

Abstract American universities also faced the issue of de-administration in the transitional period, which
resulted in heated debatesin different sectors of American society. There were three major viewpoints, namely,
radical reconstruction, modest adjustment, and rational cooperation. The radical reconstruction school was
represented by Thorstein Veblen, who advocated that the governing board and president should be abolished
and that universities should be governed by professors; the modest adjustment school was represented by James
McKeen Cattell, who believed that the governing board and president should be kept, but their power should be
reduced drastically; the “rational cooperation” school was represented by AAUP, which argued that the overall
framework of the American university governance system should be maintained but there should be division
of labor and cooperation between the administrators and the faculty. These debates paved the way for the de-
administration of American universities ideologically. The implications for the de-administration of Chinese
universities include: (1) greater width and depth of such debates, (2) more rationality and patience during the
process, and (3) a tentative road map of the de-administration in question.

Key words American universities; transitional period; de-administration; reconstruction; adjustment;
cooperation
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