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On Rectifying Political and Historical Viewpoints During the Qing Yongzheng Dynasty

QIAO Zhi-zhong
(College of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: There were many different political and historical viewpoints such as "Hua-Yi Distinction", "unification", "orthodox", etc.,
which became the ideological problems perplexing the early Qing rulers. Then Emperor Yongzheng took the initiative to rectify these
problems by literary inquisition and issued long imperial edicts adjudicating "Hua-Yi", "cliques", and "imperial unification", which
reflected the development of autocracy. Although not theoretical and systemic, some of them, including "imperial unification", were
positive. The effect of Yongzheng's rectifying political and historical viewpoints mainly lied in the high pressure that forced most
scholars to submit, taking the initiative in literary inquisition, fighting the cliques, "imperial unification" and so on. These decisions

provided a model for Qianlong to rectify the historical viewpoints and historiographic ideas comprehensively.

Key words: political and historical viewpoint; rectify; Emperor Yongzheng; literary inquisition; imperial unification
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