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Property Rights Delineation: The Case of Chengdu’ s Land Reform
Study Group on China’s Land Reform, National School of Development,
Peking University 54

Since 2003, Chengdu, Sichuan province has made a series of experiments with land reform to unify
rural-urban development. The reform has reversed the trend of widening rural-urban income gap and
aroused widespread attention. This report systematically summarizes cases of land reform in the city
and finds out that it has taken initiatives to adjust its land policy and land requisition system and let
farmers and the countryside share more revenue from land sales during the urbanization and
industrialization process. This strategy constitutes the economic basis of the city’ s unified rural-urban
development. Its land reform can be summed up as one that increases the flexibility of the current land
requisition system, taps the possibility of a non-requisition land distribution method, and clarifies
property rights, so that the city could be better prepared for reducing land requisition and pushing
forward a comprehensive reform on the land requisition system.

China’s Unfinished Land System Reform: Challenges and Solutions
Tao Ran, Wang Hui 93

This article discusses the key role land plays as a main policy tool of the local governments in China’s
current growth model and urban development and the impact of “land-based finance” on the
sustainable development of Chinese economy, society and environment. It also analyses the main
problems facing China’ s current land requisition system, its management regime of rural collectively
owned land and rural land contract responsibility system against the backdrop of the country’ s
urbanization drive. The article outlines the future orientation of the country’s land system reform and
puts forward measures for pressing ahead with it.

Farmland Protection: International Experiences and Implications for China
Xu Jianwei 124

The quantity of farmland usually decreases as urbanization and industrialization accelerate, which is a
natural result of economic development. On the basis of discussing the externalities of the land market
and the characteristics of income distribution, this article argues that farmland protection to an extent is
necessary and policymakers should not take farmland losses for granted. Internationally, the most
popular farmland protection policies include regulatory policy, incentive—based policy, participatory
policy and mixed—-type policy. The future policy orientation lies in market—oriented farmland protection.
Regarding China’s land policy reform, the article suggests that reforms be carried out in clarifying the
property rights of rural land and differences between land in the cities and the countryside be bridged.
Other suggestions include continual control of farmland use, establishment of a market for transaction
of farmland protection rights, and preferential taxation policies aimed to protect farmland. The local
governments, meanwhile, should be allowed to take over collectively—owned rural land, based on
market prices, for the purpose of public causes or special farmland protection plans.



