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Abstract: Cao Xueqin’s novel Dream of the Red Chamber had five different titles. These titles reflect the authors different notions
of novel writing. The title A Precious Mirror to Love Affair implies an allegorical discipline, the titles The Story of the Stone and
Emotional Monks Record indicates authentic record of the real things, the title Twelve Beauties of Jinling tries to be a legend to
question the world, and the final title A Dream of the Red Chamber expresses the notion of “a dream being the same as a play”.
The change of titles reflected the evolution of Cao Xueqins notion of novel writing in different stages of creative writing.
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