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ABSTRACTS

settlements provide two kinds of community scenario for disaster victims, and that
the mental health of gravely affected victims in the former is no worse than in the
latter. There exist variations between the two community scenarios in terms of the
social mechanisms affecting the mental health of disaster victims. Pressures arising
from loss of resources are more easily alleviated in concentrated settlements than in
ordinary communities, and the positive role of social support in mental health is also
more evident in the former than in the latter. This demonstrates that concentrated
settlements, as a special community scenario, are a stronger “social force” in the
disaster context. In the policy sense, this underscores the importance of community
intervention in the provision of psychological assistance in the aftermath of disasters.

(10) On Paratexts in Modern Chinese Literature Jin Hongyu * 170

Paratexts are the supplementary texts surrounding the main text. Only by
changing our conceptions of the text and unpacking it fully can we understand
paratexts in a comprehensive and dialectical way. Looked at specifically, paratexts
are intertexts in relation to the main text; looked at generally, they constitute part of
the whole text. Seen directly, they play a positive role in studies of modern Chinese
literature in terms of historical sources, hermenecutics and formation of the canon;
but conversely, they can also produce negative effects on the main text through
concealment, deconstruction and even subversion. Paratext studies offer us the
possibility of an innovative reinterpretation of modern Chinese literature and even of

rewriting literary history in terms of details and margins.

(11) Horse Training. Horse Riding and Nomads in Ancient Asia
Guo Jingyun * 184 »

The domestication of the horse can be traced back to the Late Neolithic Age in
the Asian steppes. In order to get milk and meat, the steppe people changed their
habits from hunting horses to rearing them. In the Bronze Age, with the emergence
of new communities as a result of population explosion , people’s need to migrate and
engage in warfare meant that they began to use horses for transport and fighting.
This marks a shift in the use of the horse. During the period between 2000 BC and
1600 BC, only a few particular “nomads” mastered the technique of using horses. In
the Bronze Age, horse management and trading promoted the spread of horse-drawn
vehicles, and with them, the movement of peoples. From the day when man first
mastered the technique of horse riding, local histories that were previously
independent became merged into an interconnected world history. The Yin and Shang
civilizations were situated at an early stage in the use of the horse, and those who
possessed horse-drawn vehicles then were members of the royal family. A look at the
Yin and Shang civilizations from a macro-level Asian history perspective may well

provide us with some insights on the sources of elements of their civilization.



