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On the Functional Status of Modal Adverbs in Mandarin

ZHANG Yun-qiu, LIN Xiu-qin

Abstract: This paper discusses the functional status of modal adverbs in the framework of functional

linguistics theory. We redefine the scope of modal adverbs in Mandarin from the perspective of modality, and

divide the modal adverbs into three types according to the continuum of modality and tone based on the

prototype theory, and then discuss the functional status of different modal adverbs. We argue that as one of the

main means for modal expressions, different from modal verbs, different types of modal adverbs take on the

complexity hierarchy of interpersonal functions, and at the same time adjust the modal value or serve as a

complement to the modality respectively so that the subjectivity quantity of modal adverbs is implemented.

Key words: Mandarin; modal adverb; functional status
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