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A Comparative Study on Metaphor Source Domain between Chinese and
Japanese from the Perspective of Experientialism

LI Min, WANG Xin
(School of Foreign Languages, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract. Metaphor is a common way of expression for all languages. However, the source domain of metaphor varies in terms

of different languages. It is discovered in this paper: (1)the use of metaphor is totally decided by the experience of the user;

(2) considering the metaphor with animals as its source domain, differences between Chinese and Japanese are greater than their

similarities due to greater differences of their living environments and customs; (3 ) considering the metaphor with body as its

source domain, similarities between two languages are greater than differences, as there is no significant difference in human

body and relationship in regard to different nationalities and groups. The difference of it, in part, results from the experience

brought by languages and customs.

Key words: Experientialism; Chinese; Japanese; metaphor
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