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On the Endangered Languages in China

Abstract In this paper, a brief introduction is first given to international discussions on en-
dangered languages, with the proposal that language endangerment is a global problem, and is al-
so a serious challenge to cultural diversity. The author then discusses the usage situation of minor-
ity languages in China, and points out that, among these languages, a proportion of “weak” lan-
guages are already endangered. Indeed, some are heading tow ards extinction or have already be-
come extinct. The death of a language is a grave and irreplaceable loss for the whole of humanity .
The author recognizes that the gradual disappearance of “weak” languages is a general trend w hich
linguists cannot reverse. Therefore, priority should be given to investigation and research into en-
dangered languages, with urgent efforts to record and preserve language data. In addition, effec-
tive measures should be adopted in order to delay the decline of “weak” languages into a state of
endangerment.
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