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The Ethics of Good Faith in Traditional Chinese
Manuals for Family Governing

FU Li-bai
( School of Law, Shandong University, Jinan 250100 P. R. China)

Abstract; In traditional Chinese " manuals for family governing" , abundant attention is paid to the eth-
ical principle of " good faith" which is upheld as an essential rule that human beings”ought to observe
and it is regarded as an important subject in childrens education. Good faith is emphasized as a moral
duty, but at the same time law is considered to be the guarantee of good faith in economic affairs. By
translating Confucian masters”abstract teachings into popular discourse, the manuals helped successfully
to disseminate the idea of good faith and made significant contributions to traditional Chinese ethics.
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