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Combination of Illustration and Text in History Works and

Construction of the Studies of Visual Historical Materials
Feng Erkang

Abstract: All the photos, documentaries, films and video of performance taken from historical and realistic
articles and things are visual materials of history, and it is one of the historical sources in understanding
and interpreting history. Since it is expressed in the forms of photos (and pictures), and the photos are
taken from real things, the latter is to be the starting point in considering the categories of the visual mate-
rials of history. They can be roughly divided into configuration, painting, articles, engraved words, his-
torical relics, ancient residential houses, maps, historical photos, and all kinds of ancient literatures, etc,
for the purpose of depicting their value respectively. It is sure that the combination of illustration and text
should have its academic norms. As for the contents, they have both conformity and difference in compa-
ring with the norms of textsin five aspects, i. e. , selection of pictures, titles, annotations, textual exami-
nation and the right of intellectual property. In a word, it is highly necessary to construct the studies of
visual materials, and the historians have the responsibility to pay attention to it.

Key words: history works, combination of illustration and text, visual material of history, academic norm
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