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The Generation Logic and Spiritual Kernel of Deng Xiaopings Thoughts

on the Democracy at the Grassroots Level
ZHAO Xiuling

(Institute of Political Science, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100028, China)
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Abstract: Since the New Period. the study of Deng Xiaoping has gradually become a clear study. But in comparison, the

fundamental research on the democratic thought at the grassroots level is relatively weak, and it especially lacks of histor-

ic, systematic, and developmental discussion. In fact, the formation and development of Deng Xiaoping’s thought about

democracy at the grassroots level is an inherent logic system. It began in the 30's of the 20th century, experienced a devel-

opment during the 40's and another over twenty-years’ period after the founding of China, and became mature to the 20

years after China’s reform and opening-up period. The exploratory, the stability and innovation at a high starting point be-

came the developmental logic of Deng Xiaoping's thought about democracy at the grassroots level; The Party spirit princi-

ple, everything from people’s subjectivity become the spirit kernel of Deng Xiaoping’s thought about democracy at the

grassroots level; The standard of measure, the legalization and institutionalization of democracy, the procedurally con-

struction of democracy, and the promotion on the breadth and depth of autonomy have become the core content of Deng

Xiaoping's thought about democracy at the grassroots level.
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